
Creating a Raised Garden

The Perfect Way to Grow Veggies Anywhere
Raised beds are perfect for new gardeners and veterans alike! These allow you to
assemble your soil, your plants, and accessories to what you need and like. Benefits
include easier tending, planting earlier, garden anywhere, maximized space, better
drainage, and a design to fit your lifestyle.

Choosing Your Raised Bed & Location: The size of your raised bed depends on what you
are resting it on. Concrete or compact soil? More than a 12” deep is necessary. On tilled
ground/grass? You can go as low as 6”. Our rule of thumb is that deeper is better for the
plant’s roots, and will also require less watering.

If you are a beginner and have limited space or time, we recommend starting with one
raised bed. If you are looking to completely grow your own kitchen, then you will need
around 3-4 raised beds--it is a big job!

Lastly, most vegetables and herbs need a full day’s worth of sun-- 6+ hours at least. During
the summer, watering could be as frequent as everyday, so make sure the location is
reachable with a hose.

Soil: Soil makes or breaks your garden. The best advantage to a raised bed is you are in
control of what you put in it, including the soil. Normally the ratio goes like this, blended all
together:

● 33% topsoil
● 33% compost
● 33% Potting soil (a soilless growing mix that contains peat moss, perlite, and/or

vermiculite)or humus
Be sure to weed and till the location you are putting it at least 6-10” deep. This will
improve drainage and room for your plants, and also add more depth to your bed.

Choosing Your Plants: Tomatoes & peppers need a 2 x2 foot area with a deep base.
Leafy greens usually only need about a 1x1 area. Herbs can take as little as 6”x6” area.
Try not to overwhelm your garden as this may impact yields.  Less can be more.

When To Plant: Cool-weather veggies such as greens, broccoli, root veggies and can be
started inside then put into your raised bed as early as March or you can sow seeds then.
You can sow seeds for fall crops in August-september. Summer veggies such as
tomatoes, peppers, etc can be started from seed in late April or plant seedlings in early
May.

Fertilizing: Find a fertilizer that suits you. Best to go natural or organic for your edible beds.
We recommend the Espoma line of organic granular fertilizers every 6-8 weeks.
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